Saint-Simon                   7

in order to possess them also. These attentions, ad-
dressed to Madame de Maintenon, produced their fruit.
She was transported with pleasure at finding a Dau-
phin upon whom she could rely, instead of one whom
she did not like, gave herself up to him accordingly,
and by that means secured to him the King's favour.
The first fortnight made evident to everybody at Marly
the extraordinary change that had come over the King
with respect to the Dauphin. His Majesty, generally
severe beyond measure with his legitimate children,
showed the most marked graciousness for this prince.
The effect of this, and of the change that had taken
place in his state, were soon most clearly visible in the
Dauphin. Instead of being timid and retiring, diffi-
dent in speech, and more fond of his study than of the
salon, he became on a sudden easy and frank, showing
himself in public on all occasions, conversing right and
left in a gay, agreeable, and dignified manner; presid-
ing, in fact, over the Salon of Marly, and over the
groups gathered round him, like the divinity of a tern-
pie, who receives with goodness the homage to which
he is accustomed, and recompenses the mortals who
offer it with gentle regard.

In a short time hunting became a less usual topic of
conversation. History, and even science, were touched
upon lightly, pleasantly, and discreetly, in a manner
that charmed while it instructed. The Dauphin spoke
with an eloquent freedom that opened all eyes, ears,
and hearts. People sometimes, in gathering near him,
were less anxious to make their court than to listen
to his natural eloquence, and to draw from it delicious
instruction. It is astonishing with what rapidity he